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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, Ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
Cm Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IL. 





CHURCH FABRICS 
Cloth of Gold CWICWICWS Gold Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


1239 Broadway, New York 





Che Holy Ghost Prayer-book 


A complete, pocket prayer-book in honor of the Holy Spirit, containing likewise 
a beautiful treatise on devotion to the Holy Ghost and His work in the sanctification of 
souls. Large, clear type. 400 pages, with several illustrations. 


No. 710 — Black, imitation leather, flexible; red under gold edges, —................ $0.95 
Mo. 711— Maroon color. Description same as No. 710 0.95 
No. 700 — Black cloth; red edges; title and design stamped in gold, ............. 1.20 
No. 702 — Black imitation leather; red under gold edges; title and design in gold, 1.80 
No. 708 — Genuine black Morocco leather; red under gold edges; title and design 
stamped in gold, 2.40 
No. 750 — Same as No. 703, but with hand tooled gold border on inside covers 2.70 
No. 775— Same as No. 703, but with genuine silk moire lining ................. 3.60 
No. 776 — Genuine leather lining. Binding same as No. 703 —~.................... 3.60 


Order From: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
, Benedictine Father. 















eee VisIT from a loved friend never fails to uplift the ) 

& heart. The intimate interchange of thoughts and ¥ 
ee | feelings in true fellowship brings comfort, joy and 4% : 
strength. In its monthly visits “Tabernacle and Purgatory” ‘ 
does just this. Its readers call it “a light in darkness.” x 





For thirty-seven years “Tabernacle and Purgatory” has } 
been an apostle of Divine love, encouraging souls in their | 
difficulties, leading them to the Blessed Sacrament, the truest 
source of consolation, bringing them nearer to the Blessed 2 
Virgin, the best of mothers, teaching them about the saints, ; | 
the feasts of the liturgical year, and relating important events ¥ 
of current interest. It has a special mission, too, to foster ¢ 
devotion to the holy souls in purgatory, nor does it neglect 
the children, those souls so dear to the Heart of the Divine 
Teacher. 


With this issue “Tabernacle and Purgatory” begins a new 
year of apostolate, and we are hopeful that its many friends, 
its readers and subscribers, will encourage and help us by 
renewing their subscriptions and procuring for our magazine 
many new friends to whom it may bring its messages of love | 
and confidence. May we hope that many letters such as the ¢ 
following will find their way to our mail basket this month? — 

Enclosed you will find a check for three subscriptions for } 
your most excellent magazine, Tabernacle and Purgatory. As ¢ 
far as I can I will promote the circulation of your peerless Y R| 


magazine, so full of inspiring love for our dearest Eucharistic 4 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ... (Rev. J.S., Illinois) 
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. As a special premium, given only during this birthday 4 j 
month, we offer for each new or renewal subscription a beautiful | 
£ silver oxidized medal of the Blessed Sacrament, with the image 
of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament on the reverse. The 
4 medal will be attached to an artistic folder, bearing appropriate 
ejaculations. ( 
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To His Holiness Pope Pius XII 
in remembrance of the 
Silver Jubilee 


of His 6 piscopal Consecration 
CMay 13, 1942 


this issue of “Tabernacle and Purgatory 
is dedicated with filial love and devotion. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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% @& AY, the beautiful month of Our Lady, thrills us 
|} anew with its verdant groves and leafy bowers, its 
singing birds and fragrant flowers, so reminiscent 
of her who is the personification of all that is lovely 
in the order of nature and of grace. And as we 
keep again this month in her honor, we cannot but 
feel an inner impulse to reproduce in our own souls 
the wonders of quickened life which we see all about us in the realm 
of nature. For it is through Mary that we received Him who is our 
“Life,” and it is through her that we can most effectually increase 
the Divine life of Christ within our souls. 

Among the many beautiful titles by which we invoke Mary in 
the Litany of Loreto, there is none which singles her out more clearly 
as our model of perfection and union with God than the invocation, 
“Singular Vessel of devotion, pray for us.” The Church gives this title 
to Mary because all her thoughts, words and works throughout life 
sprang from purest love and were of the greatest perfection — an 
unremitting and undistracted prayer of union with God. There was 
not.one but “charmed the eye and ear of the Divinity.” If we wish 
to make our lives pleasing to God, we can do so in no better way 
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than to do all things in union with Mary. Therefore, after uniting 
our works to the merits of her Divine Son, through her, there is no 
greater benefit to our souls than to unite our works also with the 
virtuous exercises of the Most Blessed Virgin. Our Lord Himself 
wishes this union and will look with greater pleasure upon our works 
if they are mantled in the virtues and merits of His Mother. 

In the course of His revelations to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, 
Jesus deigned to teach “the favorite of His Sacred Heart” three practices 
by which the soul may quickly become imbued with an abiding prayer- 
life and union with Him through union with Mary. These three prac- 
tices, the saint tells us, are to unite our sentiments with the sentiments 
and dispositions of Mary in the three fundamental exercises of Christian 
piety, namely Holy Mass, Holy Communion and prayer. 


With Mary at Holy Mass 


St. Margaret Mary says: “Our Lord taught me that I should assist 
at Holy Mass with the same sentiments the Blessed Virgin had at the 
foot of the altar.” What more beautiful practice can we conceive than 
to unite with Mary in spirit when she assisted at the first Holy Mass 
in which Jesus changed bread and wine into His Body and Blood and 
ordained the Apostles priests, and in the Masses subsequently offered 
by the Apostles, in which she saw enacted anew the Bloody Sacrifice 
offered on Calvary while she stood beneath the Cross, uniting each 
sentiment of her soul with that of her Divine Son. May we not believe 
that she offered the Holy Sacrifice for the full satisfaction of God’s 
justice in relation to the souls He had created or would create, and 
as an adequate return of love, thanksgiving, glory, honor, praise, and 
adoration from His creatures, praying that there might be no soul which, 
in His goodness, He would not bless, and bless in greatest abundance, 
according to the need of each? Let us, in these same sentiments, 
offer the Holy Sacrifice to thank God for His own glory, and for all 
the glory and graces He has bestowed on Mary and on the angels and 
saints, as well as on all the faithful, both living and dead. Let us 
implore Him, like Mary, to make the superabundant and infinite graces 
of the Mass effective in the souls of all mankind, the good, the bad, 
the living, the dead, and even in those souls yet to be created. 

To make our devotion more perfect and worthy of God and there- 
by to enable ourselves to gain more profit from the Mass, we can unite 
ourselves in each separate part with the sentiments of Mary in the 
event in Our Lord’s life which is thereby commemorated, and in the 
dispositions which are now present in her heart. In doing this we 
shall be truly united with the sentiments of Jesus, for the union of 
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Son and Mother is as intimate as if they had but one heart and one 
soul. In this manner we shall be united with all the infinitely merito- 
rious thoughts, words and works of Jesus during the thirty-three years 
of His life on earth, and also with that glorious eternal life, which, 
though never broken off by the sojourn of the Incarnate Word on earth, 
is now, in a sense, by reason of the Human Nature in which He ascended 
into heaven, a new manifestation of the eternally begotten Son of God. 
And finally, we shall be united also with all His sacramental acts in 
the Holy Eucharist whereby grace is fructified in souls. 

In the Confiteor our thoughts will embrace and make our own 
the sentiments of sorrow that fill the heart of Mary, and not less. the 
Heart of Jesus, at the sight of sin. The Gloria will inspire us to unite 
ourselves with Mary’s adoration of the Divine Infant at Bethlehem; 
the Offertory, with her presentation of Jesus in the Temple, and the 
yet greater offering of Him on the Cross. Many times the Church refers 
to Mary in the prayers of the Mass, but in the Communicantes she 
gives us an example worthy of special note which clearly reveals her 
mind as regards the fruitfulness of uniting with Mary in this solemn 
worship: “Communicating with and venerating the memory first of the 
glorious Mary ever Virgin,” she prays. Therefore, let us, too, com- 
municate with, unite ourselves with Mary. Each part of the Mass 
recalls to us a new phase of the great drama of Redemption, and above 
all does the act wherein the Sacrifice of Calvary is actually renewed, 
the Consecration and Elevation. If in all we strive to partake in the 
sentiments of Mary, the Mass will abound for us with all the inner 
grace and merit the most perfect of God’s creatures can draw from 
this inexhaustible fountain of grace. 


With Mary at Holy Communion 


How sweet beyond expressing shall be the embrace of Jesus at 
Holy Communion, when, through our assisting at Mass in union with 
Mary, He finds in our souls all the glowing tenderness of love, the 
ecstasy of adoration, the depth of humility, the profundity of recollec- 
tion, the intensity and perfect union of intention and desire with His 
own, which are present in the heart and soul of Mary! Offering Him 
again, as we have offered Him repeatedly during the Mass, who can 
say what graces will be poured upon the world, upon the souls who 
are in union with the Church and upon the great masses who “sit in 
darkness and the shadows of death,” as well as upon those who have 
already passed to the world beyond? What influx of light and strength, 
what penetration into the mysteries of our Faith, what zeal for charity, 
will such a Communion bring to us! 
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With Mary at Prayer 


In prayer also, Our Lord taught St. Margaret Mary to unite herself 
with the sentiments of Mary. Prayer is the breathing of the soul. Like 
our natural life, our supernatural life cannot be long sustained without 
the regular inhalation and exhalation of the soul by prayer, by means 
of which grace is increased and union with God strengthened. St. 
Albert the Great asserts that after Jesus Christ, the Mother of God 
was the most perfect in prayer of all who ever have lived or ever will 
live on earth. Mary’s prayer was continual and persevering. From 
the first moment of her existence she maintained an unbroken union 
with God in prayer, having had the use of reason from the very begin- 
ning, as we are told. Never did any soul on earth practice in so 
perfect a manner as the Blessed Virgin the admonition of Our Savior 
that we “must always pray and not lose heart” (Luke xviii. 1). 

Prayer is the instrument of spiritual progress. Father Faber tells 
us that Mary’s prayer-life consisted in offering up all her actions to 
the Eternal Father in union with those of Jesus. What enormous graces 
did she accumulate through the never-ceasing oblation which thus 
ascended to heaven! So, too, would Jesus ask us to unite our prayer 
to His, through Mary. Nor need we cease our preoccupation with Jesus 
and Mary when our minds and hands are engaged in other duties. For 
always, if our hearts are united with Mary, that undercurrent of prayer 
will flow quietly but steadily from our hearts through the heart of 
Mary to the Heart of Jesus, and when the pressure of work allows a 
moment’s freedom, it will rise to the surface of our consciousness in 
aspirations and the thought of God. In our morning offering we offer 
all our thoughts, words and actions in union with the merits of Jesus 
and Mary, and in union with the intentions for which God disposes 
or permits each happening of the day. How meritorious for heaven 
will be this union of. our will and intention with that of Jesus and 
Mary! The Eternal Word will Himself be our prayer and praise. 

This life of union with Jesus and Mary, through prayer, the Mass 
and Holy Communion is but a prelude to our eternal life. We speak 
of the rest of heaven, and what is it but the bliss of having attained 
to an unceasing union with God? That rest is a ceaseless activity, a 
loving contemplation, an absorption in God, and the higher the degree 
of charity to which we have attained on earth, the more we have lived 
the life of union on earth, so much the greater will be our unalloyed 
bliss in heaven. Charity or love of God is increased with each act 
or thought or word tending to God. Happy are we if each instant 
of our life adds to the love of God in our hearts. And this can be 
realized if we but unite ourselves with Jesus and Mary. 
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The Tree of Triumph 
—~e— 


Sas N THE third of May, the Church, rejoicing in the triumph 
A of Christ Crucified, celebrates annually the memorial of 
the finding of the Cross, the sacred instrument of our 
Redemption, sanctified by the Precious Blood of the Son 
of God. This holy Tree of Life had long lain deeply 
buried in the earth, and a statue of the pagan goddess 
Venus had been erected over the place by the infidels, when the pious 
empress St. Helena, the mother of Constantine the Great, was inspired 
to seek for it and at length happily discovered it, together with the title 
that had been fastened to it and the nails with which Our Lord had 
been pierced. This discovery of the Cross was followed by illustrious 
miracles, to the greater glory of our Savior who had humbled Himself 
to the death of the Cross for our Redemption. 

The spirit of this feast, in contrast to that of Good Friday, is 
joyful and triumphant, as is expressed by the opening words of the 
Introit from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians: “But it behooves 
us to glory in the Cross’ of Our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our 
salvation, life and resurrection, by whom we are saved and delivered.” 
The Epistle, taken from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians, speaks 
also of the triumph which Christ achieved by the Cross and of the 
glory of His conquest: “He humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto 
death, even to the death of the Cross. For which cause God also hath 
exalted Him and hath given Him a name which is above all names, 
that in the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that are 
in heaven, on earth, and under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of God the Father.” 

Few of us, at first thought, will associate the concept of Christ’s 
Kingship with the Cross, and yet it was precisely upon the Cross 
that His reign as God-man was inaugurated. For it was upon the 
Cross, mantled in the royal purple of His Precious Blood, that He 
conquered the infernal enemy and paid the ransom price which entitled 
Him to reign as King over all the world. This truth is aptly expressed 
in liturgical art by the representation of Christ on the Cross robed 
in kingly vestments and wearing a royal diadem instead of the crown 
of thorns. 

Jesus Crucified is the Warrior of warriors against the powers of 
hell, the Leader of that great host of champions of the Faith who 
under the standard of the Cross have triumphed over the forces of 
evil in al] Christian ages. Under the standard of the Cross the Apostles 
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overcame idolatry and drew thousands to the worship of the true God. 
Armed with this saving shield, the martyrs valiantly resisted the 
cruelty of pagan tyrants and joyfully laid down their lives for their 
faith in Christ. Fortified by this sacred sign of Redemption, the 
confessors of all ages have fearlessly professed their faith in Christ 
and have labored and suffered for the spread of His kingdom. Frail 
virgins, adhering steadfastly to their Crucified Love, have found in 
Him the strength to resist the boldest tyrants and to suffer every form 
of torture rather than to separate themselves from Christ. 

The Cross is truly the teacher of prophets, the guide of apostles, 
the strength of martyrs, the purity of virgins, the joy of priests, the 
shield of the faithful, the foundation of the Church, the hope and 
peace of the world. It is the invincible weapon of the Christian, the 
conqueror of sin, the light that shines in the darkness, the key of. para- 
dise, the vanquisher of heresies. It is the rock of faith, the fountain 
of hope, the torch of love. It is the wealth of the poor, the restraint 
of the rich, the courage of the despairing, the guardian of youth, the 
comfort of the aged, the consoler of the afflicted, the strength of the 
weak. In a word, the Cross is all things to all men, if they but know 
how to gather the fruits of this marvelous Tree of Life. 

By His apparent defeat on the Cross, Christ freed mankind from 
the captivity of Satan and drew them into the captivity of His love. 
From the Cross He wishes to reign particularly as the King of Love, 
for there is no greater proof of love than to lay down one’s life for 
those beloved. Water and Blood which issued from His transpierced 
Heart were but the symbols of the torrent of love which poured from 
that love-glowing Heart upon the world. 

But because this sacred symbol of faith, of love and justice has 
been rejected by so many in our days, the world is now plunged in 
strife and confusion. There is need of finding again the Cross of 
Christ and of learning from it how to evaluate the things of time in 
the light of eternity. There is need, not only of learning but also 
of imitating, the many lessons of Christian perfection taught by our 
Savior on the Cross: His perfect conformity to His Father’s will, 
His heroic endurance of suffering, His humility, meekness and 
patience, His love for His enemies, His respect for authority, His spirit 
of forgiveness, His perfect obedience, His love of poverty and de- 
tachment from the honors and pleasures of the world — lessons which 
are sorely needed in our age of independence, of selfishness, of pleasure- 
seeking and of shrinking from all that is painful to nature. 

May it not be for this reason that Divine Providence is discover- 
ing to us anew this great treasure by the visitation of war and all 
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its attendant afflictions? For God knows that thousands, in the hour 
of suffering and affliction, will strike their breast in contrition and 
return to the fountain of salvation, who would otherwise have followed 
the broad highway of pleasure to destruction. Like Simon of Cyrene, 
many a one must be forced to take up the cross in order to discover 
its hidden treasures and to follow in the footsteps of Christ. 


The Cross, the Sign of Peace 


The Cross of Christ is the centre of true and lasting peace, for 
by it Jesus reconciled mankind with His Heavenly Father and es- 
tablished upon earth His kingdom of peace — the Catholic Church. 
Let us, then implore the Triune God that through the Cross, peace 
may again be restored to all mankind. 

To Thee, O Father of the whole human race, do we lift up our 
eyes in the light of the holy Cross. In all humility we beseech Thy 
infinite mercy to lead us and all peoples to the full knowledge of 
the Truth and into the unity of the Catholic FAITH, the only sure 
foundation of a general peace. 

O Divine Redeemer of the world, Ruler of the great kingdom 
which alone has no end, grant us a firm Christian HOPE, that we, re- 
lying upon Thy great promises, may learn to despise things temporal 
and in the expectation of Thy kingdom attain that peace which the 
world cannot give. 

O Holy Ghost, Fountain of LOVE and Giver of all grace, pour 
upon all mankind the fulness of pure love of God and true love of 
neighbor as a precious fruit of the Cross. Dwell Thou in us and in 
all members of Thy family as a steadfast bond of unity, and be to 
all nations a pledge of the longed-for peace of God. 

O Mary, Queen of the kingdom of Christ, thou who didst become 
our Mother under the Cross, protect our homes, defend and preserve 
our holy Faith, and graciously lead all the inhabitants of the earth 
under the banner of the holy Cross into the kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
which is the home of temporal and eternal peace. 





Our Cover Design: Perhaps some of our dear readers failed to 
_——= x’ recognize “Tabernacle and Purgatory” at first 
sight. We hope all will like our new cover design. This first of the 
new series represents Christ triumphant on the Cross, as King and 
High Priest, in the spirit of the foregoing article. The inscription in 
the scroll reads, God has reigned from the Tree (from the Hymn of 
Vespers of the Holy Cross). The. inscription in the aureole, Christ 
conquers, Christ reigns, Christ commands, further proclaims the 
Kingly character of the Crucified. : 
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*“Ask, and You Shall Receive’’ 
-2Oe- 


NCOURAGED by the exhortation of our Divine Savior, “Ask, 
and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened to you,” the Church sets 
aside three days preceding the Feast of the Ascension 
as days of special prayer and supplication to God. These 
days are called Rogation Days, from the Latin word 
rogare, which means to ask. On the morning of each of these days a 

solemn procession is held, during which the priests and people chant 

the Litany of the Saints, the fervent supplications of which are so well 
calculated to importune the favor of God through the intercession of 

His elect. By this means, as well as by the abstinence and penance 

of the people offered in atonement for their sins, and by the special 

Mass of Rogation, the Spouse of Christ seeks to appease the anger of 

God which has been provoked by the manifold sins of mankind, and 

to avert the scourges of His justice, such as wars, plagues, famines and 
the like. With humble pleas for pardon, she implores the mercy of 

God for all creatures and begs from Him fruitfulness and abundance 

in the time of the harvest, and with special prayers imparts a blessing 

to the newly-planted fields. 

These days of prayer were instituted in consequence of the public 
calamities which afflicted the diocese of Vienne, in France, in the fifth 
century. St. Mamertus, Bishop of that See, in the hope of turning 
aside the disasters and visible judgments with which God had visited 
his people, ordered a solemn penitential procession to be held on the 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday preceding the feast of Our Lord’s 
ascension. The prayers and penances of the people proved acceptable 
to God and the evils which had oppressed the diocese were greatly 
lessened. Encouraged by the success of the devotion held at Vienne, 
other dioceses of the country introduced the practice, and in time it 
spread all over France. In 816 Pope Leo III inaugurated it in Rome, 
and soon afterwards the Rogation Days became a general observance 
throughout the Church. 

The liturgy of the Church clearly indicates with what dispositions 
of soul we ought to present ourselves before the throne of grace during 
these days of petition. Imbued with a lively sense of the guilt of 
our sins and of the punishment which we deserve for them, both here 
and hereafter, and desiring to make what amends we can, each one of 
us should join with the whole Church Militant in suing for God’s 
mercy and imploring His grace. The purple vestments worn by the 
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priest indicate the sentiments of penance which should fill our hearts. 
The Mass throughout points to the efficacy of prayer when it rises 
from the heart of a just man and is humble, confident and persistent. 
The Gospel in particular shows that prayer, continual, persevering and 
unwearying, in the midst of afflictions, will unfailingly obtain from 
God whatever is asked of Him, for God wills us to do violence to Him 
and to overcome Him, as it were, by the force of our persevering 
prayer. Yet, it is not that the will of God is changed, but that He has 
Himself made persevering prayer the condition for granting our request. 
Not less does the Gospel reveal to us the Heart of God, for it is not 
the heart of a hard and unfeeling tyrant, but the heart of a compassionate 
Friend, nay more, the heart of a tender and loving Father, who not 
only knows what gifts are good for His children, but is also able and 
willing to give them to each one in superabundance. 

It would seem that the Church, by the repetition of her prayers, 
as for example, the invocations and petitions of the Litany of the 
Saints twice repeated, and the petition of the Rogation Mass on each 
of the three days, wishes to give us a forceful example of her own 
perseverance in prayer. Likewise she shows us the power of combined 
prayer, for throughout the universal Church, these prayers are upon the 
lips of millions of her children; and not only is it the Church Militant 
that prays, but also the Church Triumphant, which has a special claim 
to be heard by God, for He has declared that the continual prayer of 
a just man availeth much. What then must be the efficacy of the prayers 
of all the just? 

Again, these days immediately precede the ascension of Jesus into 
heaven as our Mediator, our Ambassador to the Father, who goes to 
present our petitions to Him. What hope then should not these thoughts 
inspire in our hearts? 

In the afflictions which beset the world in our days, we have much 
reason to apprehend that the sword of God’s justice is hanging over 
our heads to take vengeance for the many crying sins of mankind, 
not only of individuals but of nations. Yet we may hope to avert 
God’s judgments by our prayer and penance, as the history of so 
many nations and the lives of so many sinners, who have been converted 
and enrolled in the calendar of the saints, give us reason to believe. 
Let these days then be welcomed by all Christians, for the public 
welfare is the concern of all, and true charity extends to every soul. 
Let all seize this opportunity to join with the Church in humiliation 
and prayer to obtain God’s mercy. For sinners (and we are all such) 
now is the most favorable time to sue for pardon, because at this time 
the whole Church unites in a particular manner in praying for their 
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conversion. Heaven cannot resist a general assault made by a whole 
people with contrite and humble hearts. Let us then ask that we may 
receive of God’s bounty, knock with perseverance that the door of the 
treasury of God’s mercy may be opened, and seek with confidence that 
we may find all we desire. 

Let us look up to heaven from whence comes help in our need, 
and with an assured faith remember that when these days of trial 
are over and this earthly exile ended, we shall find there the places 
which Jesus has gone to prepare for us. Let the Feast of the Ascension 
remind us that each one of our days should be an ascension, an advance 
in virtue and love of God that will culminate in the everlasting joys 
of heaven, where we shall reign forever with Christ in glory. 


The Pie the Joy, 


< the’ Refuge 
of Her Children 





ROWNING the month of Mary, as it were, with a triple crown, 

ae the three feasts of Mary, Mediatrix of All Graces, Mother 

of Fair Love and Queen of Ali Saints, which come on the 

thirty-first of May, and which this year coincide with the 

Feast of the Most Blessed Trinity, seem to imply that the year itself 

does not number days enough to render due honor to Mary under the 

manifold titles by which her children invoke her. And how full of 

significance is the combining in one feast day of these glorious titles 
of Mediatrix, Mother and Queen! 

Mary, our Mediatrix, is our anchor of hope to save us from the 
whirlpool of our passions and the false maxims and enticing dangers 
of the world, our anchor of hope to secure us from being wrecked 
upon the reefs of sin. Mary, our Mother, is our refuge, ever ready 
to aid the members of Christ’s Mystical Body whom she brought forth 
in the midst of so much labor and pain, when our Head, the only Son 
of her womb, hung on the Cross and announced to her a new mother- 
hood. Mary, our Queen, is our joy, and we rejoice to acclaim her so, 
to exult in her glory, and to look forward with ardent longing; to the 
time when with the isaints:of heaven we may share her eternal reign. 
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There is no true child of God who is not also a child of Mary. 
Devotion to Mary has ever been the most striking characteristic of 
the saints. Though one may have been especially noted for charity, 
another for humility, and another for some particular devotion, yet 
love for Mary was outstanding in the lives of all. It was from Mary 
that they received their choicest graces. It was because of Mary’s 
intercession that they were triumphant in the vicissitudes of life and 
now partake of the delights of heaven. 

Mary loves all her children —her children upon earth, in pur- 
gatory and in heaven, — loves them with a tender and maternal love. 
There is not one from whom she would turn away. But must she not 
feel special compassion for those members of Christ who are suffering 
the purgation which is to prepare them for admission to the heavenly 
beatitude she enjoys with the Blessed Trinity and the saints? _ Must 
she not seek to console them and refresh them in their pains, and to 
deliver them from their torments? Is she not in a very particular way 
Mediatrix, Mother and Queen of purgatory? During this month when 
we wish to give her special marks of filial love, surely it would please 
her if we acquired some new devotion, some special practice that would 
redound to her honor and bring these suffering children more speedily 
to the happy hour of deliverance when they may celebrate with her 
the beautiful feast of Queen of All Saints. 

Among the devotions which the saints especially favored in honor- 
ing Mary was the practice of saying three Hail Marys each morning 
and evening. This devotion was revealed by the Blessed Virgin herself 
to St. Mechtilde. ‘St. Anthony of Padua and St. Leonard of Port Maurice 
were so zealous in preaching it that they were renowned throughout 
Christendom as the “Preachers of the Three Ave Marias,” and St. 
Alphonsus Liguori, on account of his fervor in practicing and fostering 
this devotion, received the title of “Doctor of the Three Ave Marias.” 
Let us then not allow the month of May to pass like other months, 
but, in imitation of the saints, adopt the practice of saying three Hail 
Marys, morning and evening, to honor Mary as Mediatrix, Mother and 
Queen, as Daughter of God the Father, Mother of God the Son, and 
Spouse of God the Holy Ghost, and implore through them her mediation 
in behalf of the poor souls. For if our country sets aside a special 
day in memory of the heroes of her battles, is it not fitting that we 
who understand so well the need of the departed for suffrages, and 
know, too, Mary’s yearning for their release from purgatory, should 
be specially mindful of the dear departed? Let us then throughout 
the month of May prepare this bouquet for our beloved dead to offer 
to our Mediatrix, Mother and Queen on her triple feast day. 
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EN days after Our Lord’s ascension into heaven He fulfilled 
the glorious promise He had made to His disciples that He 
would send them “another Advocate, the Spirit of Truth,” 
who should abide with them forever, to comfort them, to teach 
them, to guide them, and to call to their minds all that He 

had taught them. This glorious event is commemorated annually by 
the solemn festival of Pentecost, which St. Augustine calls “the Nativity 
of the Holy Ghost.” Just as the Church loves and adores the Son of 
God, the Second Divine Person, in His incarnation, His life, His suffer- 
ings and death, His resurrection and ascension, and His abiding presence 
in the Blessed Sacrament, so also she loves and adores the Holy Spirit, 
the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, in His advent on Pentecost, 
His indwelling in the Church, His perpetual assistance which preserves 
her from error and destruction, His operations in the seven sacraments, 
His indwelling in baptized souls by grace and His work of sanctification. 

Although the coming of the Holy Ghost in the form of tongues 
of fire is a historical event, which occurred nearly two thousand years 
ago, this Divine promise was fulfilled not only in the Apostles and 
disciples gathered in the Cenacle on that first Pentecost, nor in the 
first Christians only, but was designed as a blessing for the people of 
God throughout all ages to the end of time. Therefore, though we 
may not look for His visible coming in the form of tongues of fire, 
we are entitled, if we sincerely seek and sigh for Him, to expect a share 
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in His invisible graces and communications, and to enjoy the honor 
and blessing of being His temples. What an incomparable happiness 
for us to have the Spirit of God dwelling in our souls! If we truly 
appreciate this sublime privilege, we will carefully avoid sin and try 
to remain always in the state of grace so as not to banish the Holy 
Spirit from our hearts. For this we must strive with all our strength; 
we must make it the aim of our prayers and petitions at all times, but 
particularly during our time of preparation fo. the Feast of Pentecost. 

When we celebrate the Christian solemnities we ought not only 
to honor the mysteries that are commemorated, and give praise and 
thanks to the Author of all good for His benefits, but also to enter 
into the spirit of the solemnity by aiming as much as possible to acquire 
the dispositions of soul which are suitable to the mysteries celebrated. 
For we are told that each feast brings with it its own special graces, 
and our share in these graces depends upon our preparedness to receive 
them. 

Thus, when we are preparing to keep the solemn Feast of Pentecost, 
it ought to be the great aim of our devotion to make our souls a worthy 
dwelling place for the Holy Ghost, that we may be favored anew 
with His visit and may plentifully partake of His gifts and graces. 


The Novena of Novenas 


Our Blessed Lady and the Apostles prepared their souls for this 
heavenly Guest by a spiritual exercise of nine days; they spent the 
time from the ascension of Our Lord till Whitsunday in recollection 
and prayer, as we learn from the Acts of the Apostles. Retired from 
the hurry and distractions of a busy, noisy world, they attended in 
silence to God and their souls. This was the first “novena” held in 
the Christian Church, and has remained ever since the novena by 
excellence for all Christians. 

If we cannot imitate the Apostles in making a spiritual retreat 
in preparation for Pentecost, let us at least prepare ourselves by a 
fervent novena of prayer, and try, in the midst of our employments, 
to keep ourselves recollected with God as much as possible. The great 
means to bring the Holy Spirit into our souls is to invite Him thither 
by ardent desires and fervent prayer. Then shall we not send forth 
to Him many fiery darts of love and longing? “Come, Holy Spirit!” 
“Come, O Divine Spirit, to my soul, which longs for Thee, and bring 
with Thee all Thy heavenly treasures.” “O Spirit of Love, prepare 
for Thyself a dwelling place in my soul, and take full possession of 
it for time and eternity!” Ejaculations such as these, uttered from 
the heart, will not fail to draw the Holy Spirit, for He longs to make 
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our hearts His resting place with an ardor infinitely surpassing our 
feeble desire to have Him dwell with us. 

But, if we expect this Divine Guest to accept our invitation, we 
must cleanse our heart not only from sin, but from all affection thereto, 
and must banish from it the spirit of the world, for we cannot expect 
the Spirit of God to dwell in a heart that is given over to the spirit 
of evil and of worldliness and sensuality. 

Pope Leo XIII inaugurated the beautiful custom of making a 
novena to the Holy Spirit in all parish churches throughout the world 
in preparation for Pentecost. In our three sanctuaries of Perpetual 
Adoration this novena takes the form of an Antiphon sung daily just 
before Benediction, followed by an oration imploring Our Savior to 
send the Holy Spirit as He promised. This year the novena will begin 
on Friday, May 15 (the day after the Ascension), and close on Saturday, 
May 23 (the eve of Pentecost). We urge all our dear readers to make 
this novena with us in spirit, either privately or in their own parish 
churches,* and to pray in particular that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
Divine Light and Love, may enlighten the minds of the rulers of the 
nations and enkindle the fire of His love in the hearts of. all people. 

The need of the guidance of the Holy Spirit for the Church and 
of grace for the individual members is so apparent in the present-day 
world that all Catholics should storm heaven during this season of 
prayer in commemoration of the period spent by the Apostles in the 
Cenacle at Jerusalem awaiting the advent of the Divine Paraclete who 
brought life to the Church and heroic virtue to its first adherents. In 
our day there is evidence of the necessity of the characteristics of the 
primitive Church which transformed the world from paganism with 
its perpetual wars to Christianity with its gospel of universal brother- 
hood in the faith of Christ. Let us earnestly petition it for ourselves 


and for all mankind. 

All who take part in a public novena to the Holy Spirit in prepara- 
tion for Pentecost may gain an indulgence of 10 years each day, and a 
plenary indulgence once if, after attending the novena at least five 
days, they go to confession, receive Holy Communion and pray for the 
intentions of the Holy Father. If during the nine days immediately 
preceding Pentecost, or at any other time of the year, they make a 
private novena to the Holy Spirit, they may gain an indulgence of 7 
years each day, and a plenary indulgence at the close of the novena 
under the conditions mentioned above. Where a public novena is held 
in preparation for Pentecost, only those Catholics may gain the indul- 
gences for a private novena who are lawfully hindered from taking part 
in the public novena. (Sac. Pen., May 12, 1934.) 


*Those who wish may send us their petitions to be included in our 
prayers and to be placed on the altar during the novena. 





rr A 











MILING azure skies, the songs of birds and the 

scent of flowers remind us once more that it is 

May, the month when the newly-awakened earth 

dons its fairest garments to honor Mary, Queen 

of May. Catholics the world over rejoice to greet 

this verdant month, because it is dedicated to her, 

who is not only Queen but also Mother — Mother of God and 

Mother of mankind. Almost instinctively their hearts cry out, in 

the words of the familiar song: “ “Tis the month of our Mother, 

the blessed and beautiful days, when our lips and our spirits are 
glowing with fervent love and with praise.” 


Once more, the month of May dawns on a war-torn world, a 
world where strife and bloodshed are daily increasing, and almost 
every human heart is filled with anxiety ever the future. Here 
in our own beloved country we have yet been spared the actual 
scenes of warfare and destruction which have ravaged so many 
other nations on the face of the earth. But our hearts have not 
been spared the anxiety and the suffering which are inseparable 
from the conditions of strife which surround us. Daily the fairest 
portion of our youth — the best among our manhood, are being 
called to train for battle, to leave all that they hold near and dear, 
and to go forth to face they know not what. Surely, in the words 
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of the great General Washington, these are “times which try 
men’s souls.” 


As we greet the month of May this year, let us have often on 
our lips that beautiful ejaculation, added to the Litany of Loreto 
during the last so-called World War by the illustrious Pope 
Benedict XV — Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us! Let us turn 
with all confidence and love to her, who is our Queen and our 
Mother, beseeching her to spread over us her protecting mantle, 
that the clouds of war may soon be dispelled and the sun of 
peace may shine once more upon a tranquil world. Under the 
title of her Immaculate Conception, Mary has been chosen as 
the patroness of our country, so let us often address to her also 
that ejaculation so often heard from the lips of the ardent apostle 
of the Sacred Heart, Reverend Father Mateo, — /mn.aculate 
Heart of Mary, pray for us. 


Surely the tender heart of our Immaculate Mother must 
grieve with us over the tragedies caused by the hate and cruel 
ambition which seek to gain control over the whole world. And 
just as surely will she hearken to our prayers, in our hour of 
need. This confidence in the power of prayer and the comfort 
felt in the assurance that prayers will be said for them have been 
strikingly evidenced by those who have been called to defend our 
country. In our Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, 
Arizona, a number of faithful nocturnal adorers, members of the 
Knights of Columbus and the Spanish Caballeros, who have kept 
the nocturnal adoration on each succeeding Thursday and Friday 
night, for over three years, have been called away from this post 
of honor to another of a far different sort. As one expressed it, 
they have been called from the nocturnal watches of Eucharistic 
devotion to watches with the enemy, from the quiet of the Adora- 
tion Chapel to the roar of guns, airplanes and all other implements 
of war. 


Recently, one of the faithful members of the Eucharistic Guard 
in Tucson, who has been called to protect our country in its 
hour of need, wrote concerning his hour of adoration in the 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration: — 


“It is with genuine sadness that I tell you I shall have to 
depart from the Eucharistic Guard. In my many experiences 
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36 of life, this privilege of keeping nocturnal adoration in your a 
. chapel has appealed to me as the one thing I shall never forget. 4 
te Believe me, Sisters, that no matter where I shall be stationed, * 
2 my spirit will be there in the Adoration Chapel each night during ; 4 
* the duration of the war, on the nights I would ordinarily have te @ 
2 been there to watch and adore. 3 
ri “Will you please remember me in your prayers? If you will oa 
2 help me with your prayers, I know I shall succeed in my endeavor : 
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2 ited by my hours spent in the chapel. It sometimes takes will 
j Ke power to be faithful to God. Whenever I showed signs of some % 
weakening, I called to mind Christ’s words: ‘Can’st thou not t 
2 watch one hour with Me?’ It does straighten a fellow out oc- * 
casionally to meditate on things which we often think common- 4 
place, and above all it does a fellow good to watch one hour 3% 
3 a month with the Eucharistic Savior.” 4 
3 Such sentiments are but typical of those expressed over and ; 
over again by souls who have learned to bring their joys and 
% sorrows, their difficulties and anxieties to the feet of our Hidden * 
2 God, to receive from Him light and strength, courage and con- t 
3%  solation. May Mary, Queen of Peace, continue to lead many * 
. other souls in these perilous times to Him from whom alone ; 
3% can come true peace and that victory which will mean so much 3% 
; to all the world. z 
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Offerings toward the liquidation of the debt on our Sanctuary 
of Perpetual Adoration will be most thankfully received, that 
sanctuary of prayer where the needs of individuals, of society 
and of nations are unceasingly recommended to the Heart of our 
Eucharistic Savior. Now, as perhaps never before in all its 
history, the world needs PravER. Msgr. Sheen very aptly ex- 
pressed it thus: “As we buy bonds for the defense of our country, 
let us not fail to MAKE HOLY HOURS for the defense of our 
souls,” showing his appreciation of the vital need of PRAYER 
for the preservation of all that we hold dear. 


The men in our armed forces need special prayers for protec- 
tion in the many dangers of soul and body to which they are 
exposed. Both they and their loved ones would find immense 
consolation in the thought that they were being perpetually re- 
membered in prayer before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed, 
where reigns the God of all help and consolation. An offering 
made in their behalf will secure for them one of the privileges 
mentioned below. 


Privileges 


For each offering of 25¢ toward the Sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration in Tucson, Arizona, a name of your choice may be 
placed beneath the throne of Exposition where it will remain per- 
manently at the feet of Jesus as a reminder of your gift and a 
plea for His grace and mercy. 


Those who give an offering of $10.00 may have a name in- 
scribed in the Golden Book which rests close to the Exposition 
Throne, and the one so privileged will share in the unceasing 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and in the Holy Masses, 
Communions and other good works offered up daily by all the 
Sisters of our entire Congregation. 


Those who give an offering of $100.00 or more may have their 
initials engraved upon one of the hearts adorning the monstrance 
to be used for perpetual exposition in this sanctuary. They also 
share in perpetuity in all the spiritual benefits mentioned above. 


These privileges are open both to the living and the dead. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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atholics of the entire world will rejoice with our Holy Father, 

Pope Pius XII, in the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of his 

episcopal consecration on May 13. Because the world is at 

present in so critical a state, the Holy Father has asked that 

the celebration be primarily of a religious and spiritual characs 

ter, which he feels is more adapted to the Christian family under present 
circumstances. It is not advisable that pilgrimages to the Eternal City 
be undertaken , but the faithful throughout the world are invited to attend 
the religious ceremonies in their local churches on the day of the jubilee. 
The Holy F. ather wishes the celebration to consist chiefly in the union of 
hearts throughout the Catholic world, and in the offering of Prayers, par= 
ticularly the attendance at Holy Mass. In this way the Catholics - of 


every nation will be drawn more dosely about their common Father, 


and will give testimony of their devotion and gratitude- to him. 


P ope Pius XI will celebrate his jubilee Mass of thanksgiving in 
the Basilica of St. P eter on the F east of the Ascension, and afterwards 
will send his Apostolic Benediction by radio to his spiritual children 
throughout the world. 


Our beloved Holy Father has had many cares and sorrows during 
the three years in which he has reigned, with no apparent prospect of a 
change in the near future. No gift can be more welcome to him, there= 
fore, than the fervent prayers of his spiritual children, offered for his 
welfare and intentions in testimony of their love and gratitude. In these 
sentiments we will all try to assist at Holy Mass in his honor and in his 
behalf on the day of the jubilee or on the day following — the Feast 
of the Ascension. And surely our love will urge us also to have Holy 
Masses offered for his welfare and intentions, and to say the Rosary 


and many other fervent prayers for him. 














O Mary, Mother of desus and our Mother, 





unite us to thy Divine Son and obtain for us the grace 


of an intimate communion with Fim. 
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VE, Maris Stella! — Hail, Star of the Sea!” Such is the 

beautiful greeting the Church addresses to Mary in the Vesper 

hymn on feasts of the Blessed Virgin. Mary is truly our 
guiding star across the stormy ocean of life, our secure hope amid 
the many dangers which surround us. She has been a guiding star 
also to our dear Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, in steering the Barque 
of Peter across the turbulent tide, and it is his love for Mary and his 
firm trust in her aid which, after God, sustains him amid the burden- 
some cares of his exalted office. In a sermon which he gave previous 
to his elevation to the papel throne he paid this tribute to Mary: — 

“Baron Hubner, in the account he gives of his journeys, relates 
an incident which happened in Newfoundland. One day the barometer 
fell very suddenly, a thick fog came over the sea, making day as dark 
as night, so that the sailors on the vessel could not see the waters of 
the ocean and were in peril of dashing against an iceberg. It was 
a tragic situation, but they bravely pursued their way, the sailors at 
the prow straining their eyes in the darkness to descry danger that 
might lead to catastrophe and death. 

“What a striking figure of our life! We, too, are sailing on a 
sea amidst thick fog. Dangers surround us, though we know not where 
they lie, nor when they may be upon us, but unlike the sailors on that 
boat, we know the shock is inevitable, and that one day we shall sink 
into the jaws of death. Yet we go forward boldly, for a Mother’s 
eyes are watching over us, a Mother whose Son commands the waves 
and they are still, a Son who always listens to His Mother’s prayers. 
And she is our Mother too, poor travelers though we be. She steers 
our barque; if we trust in her, she will bring us safely into port. 

“O Virgin Mother! thou art indeed the Ocean Star, the light that 
leads us to the harbor. Thou art with us in the storm, lighting up 
the darkness, pointing out the reefs of presumption or despair. Be 
with us in this voyage which we call our life on earth, be with us 
at the hour of death when our boat seems on the point of sinking. We 
run the risk of losing all things and thou alone canst save us.” 
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ARTICLE VIII — I Believe in the Holy Ghost 


Part III — Devotion to the Holy Spirit and tbe 
Sins against Him 
>: <4 
A Devotion Particularly Suited to Our Times 


NE of the characteristic features of our times is an ever increasing 

falling off from Christian Faith and morals. No one will deny that 

“the mystery of iniquity” that is, sin, has in our days reached 
alarming proportions. A new paganism, worse than the first, because 
the curse of apostasy weighs upon it, is spreading far and wide. False 
philosophies and false doctrines are propagated everywhere with the 
greatest audacity, and the Christian code of morality has largely been 
supplanted by a spirit of licentiousness. 

To the faithful of our times may be addressed the warning which 
St. Jude the Apostle addressed to the Christians of his day: ‘“‘But you, 
my beloved, building yourselves upon your most holy Faith, praying in 
the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto life everlasting’ (i. 21). 

“In this age,’’ wrote Bishop Keane of Richmond in a pastoral 
letter in 1879, ‘‘when the spirit of error is trying to make men believe 
that their life is only like that of the beasts of the field, the Church, 
guided ever by the hand of God, turns the attention of her children, 
perhaps more specially than at any previous time, to the interior and 
supernatural life of their souls, of which the Holy Ghost is the Author. 
The devotion to the Holy Ghost together with the teaching concerning 
our spiritual life with which that devotion is inseparably connected, 
is unquestionably the best antidote for the materialistic and degrading 
tendencies of our times.” 

Another spiritual writer has summed up the reasons why devotion 
to the Holy Ghost is particularly needed in our times. “The age is 
superficial,” he says; “it needs the gift of Wisdom, which enables the 
soul to contemplate truth in its ultimate causes. The age is materialistic; 
it needs the gift of Intelligence, by the light of which the intellect 
penetrates into the essence of things. -The age is captivated by a false 
and one-sided science; it needs the gift of Science, by the light of which 
is seen each order of truth in its true relations to other orders and in 
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a Divine unity. The age is in disorder, and is ignorant of the way to 
true progress; it needs the gift of Counsel, which teaches how to choose 
the proper means to attain an object. The age is impious; it needs the 
gift of Piety, which leads the soul to God as the Heavenly Father, to 
adore Him with feelings of filial affection and love. The age is sensual 
and effeminate; it needs the gift of Fortitude, which imparts to the will 
the strength to endure the greatest burdens, and to prosecute the 
greatest enterprises with ease and heroism. The age has lost and 
almost forgotten God; it needs the gift of Fear, to bring the soul again 
to God, and make it feel conscious of its responsibility and of its 
destiny.” 

And the same writer continues: “Men endowed with these gifts are 
the men for whom, if it but knew it, the age calls: Men whose minds 
are enlightened and whose wills are strengthened by an increased action 
of the Holy Spirit; men whose souls are actuated by the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit; men whose countenances are lit up with heavenly joy, 
who breathe an air of inward peace, and act with a holy liberty and a 
resistless energy. One such soul does more to advance the kingdom of 
God than tens of thousands without these gifts. These are the men 
and this is the way, if the age could only be made to see and believe 
it, to universal restoration, universal reconciliation and universal prog- 
ress, as far as such boons are attainable.”” (Father Hecker.) 

To obtain from Heaven so great a boon should be our persevering 
and determined effort. But first of all, we who have received the 
precious gift of the Catholic Faith must set ourselves against the spirit 
of materialism and sensuality so rampant in the world. This we can 
do most effectually by cultivating a fervent devotion to the Holy Ghost. 
By this means we will bestow upon the world and upon our country in 
particular the greatest benefit by procuring for it a larger effusion of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Let us then resolve that from now on not a day shall pass without 
our offering some act of adoration and some act of reparation to the 
Holy Spirit, and let us pierce the very clouds of heaven with our oft- 
repeated cry: “Veni, Sancte Spiritus — Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts 
of Thy faithful and enkindle in them the fire of Thy Divine love!” 
Let us resolve to say daily that majestic hymn of the Church, “Veni 
Creator Spiritus,” or that other equally beautiful hymn “Veni Sancte 
Spiritus’’ which is sung as a Sequence in the Mass for Pentecost,* Or, 
if- we prefer, let us repeat seven times the sublime doxology of praise 
of the adorable Trinity, the “Gloria Patri,” with the intention of implor- 
ing the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit for ourselves and all our 
countrymen, and in particular for those charged with the government 
of our nation and its various subdivisions. And if we wish to honor 
the Holy Spirit in a still more special manner, let us dedicate to Him 
one day of the week (for this, Monday is preferably chosen), and often 


*Our booklet, “Devotion to the Holy Ghost,” contains an.English transla- 
tion of both of these hymns, besides many other beautiful prayers and an 
explanation of the magnificent’ works of the Holy Ghost. Price 10¢; reduction 
for quantities; postage extra. 

Address: Benedictirie Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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assist at Holy Mass, have Masses offered and receive Holy Communion 
in His honor, 
Sins against the Holy Spirit 

While the union of the Holy Spirit with the Church, the Mystical 
Body of Christ, is indissoluble (as previously mentioned), His union 
with the individual soul is liable to be broken as long as the soul still 
remains a pilgrim upon earth. Being endowed with a free will, man 
can resist God and slight the inspirations of the Holy Spirit by wilful 
venial sin, and thus grieve the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul warns: “And do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption” (Ephes. iv. 30). He can go even farther and “extinguish 
the Spirit’? (1 Thess. v. 19) by mortal sin, reducing his soul to the 
state of darkness and death from which it was redeemed. For mortal 
sin expels the Holy Spirit, robs the soul of the life of grace, separates 
it from God and destroys all the merits the soul has acquired. Yes, 
man can go farther still and by direct rebellion against the Holy Spirit 
commit the sin which Our Lord emphatically styles the sin of blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit (Matt. xii. 31; Mark iii. 29), which is the su- 
preme act of man’s infidelity to the merciful condescension of God, and 
which Our Lord on several occasions’ declared to be unpardonable. 

It is the Holy Spirit who reveals to us the hideous nature of sin 
and the evil consequences of transgressing the Divine law. In His last 
discourse to His disciples, Our Lord said to them, “‘When He (the 
Advocate) is come He will convict the world of sin...” (John xvi. 8). 
By this Our Savior meant to say that the Holy Spirit would illuminate 
the reason of man to understand what sin is, and would convince the 
consciences of men of their sinfulness and make them realize their guilt 
before God. For the world does not understand sin, and calls trans- 
gressions of Divine law merely the necessary results of human weakness. 

In general, every sin is a sin against the Holy Spirit, since it 
involves neglect of and resistance to His operation by Divine grace. 
But some sins are especially called “‘sins against the Holy Spirit’’ because 
they are in a special way contrary to His personal attributes and opera- 
tions. They are: Presuming on God’s mercy, despair, resisting the 
known truth (or blasphemy of the Holy Ghost), envying another’s 
spiritual good, obstinacy in sin, and final impenitence. Let us briefly 
consider the nature of each one of these sins. 


PRESUMPTION: It is the special office of the Holy Spirit to apply to 

our souls the means of salvation prepared by our 
Divine Redeemer, for of ourselves we can do absolutely nothing toward 
obtaining eternal life. But we on our part must be diligent in employing 
these means and faithful in co-operating with Divine grace. The pre- 
sumptuous, however, vainly imagine they will obtain eternal salvation 
without making use of the means placed at their disposal by the Holy 
Spirit. They neglect prayer, hearing the Word of God, assisting at Holy 
Mass, receiving the sacraments, and the other means of salvation; they 
expect to avoid sin without carefully shunning dangerous occasions, and 
commit sin the more easily because, as they say, they can go to confes- 
sion and be forgiven. Having fallen into mortal sin, they wilfully 
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remain in that unhappy condition and add sin upon sin, relying upon a 
deathbed repentance, fondly consoling themselves with the thought that 
God is too good-to allow them to be lost forever and to suffer endless 
misery in hell. Thus they deliberately blind themselves and offend the 
Holy Spirit in a special manner, by positively casting aside the means 
of salvation so bountifully held out to them. They outrage His Divine 
goodness and liberality in an eminent degree, and place themselves in 


a most lamentable condition, since nothing short of a miracle can save 
them, 


DESPAIR: By the sin of despair, which is the opposite of presumption, 

God the Holy Ghost is also offended in a special manner, 
since it is His particular office to apply to the souls of poor sinners the 
infinite merits of Christ, to rescue them from the slavery of sin and to 
preserve them from eternal woe. The Holy Spirit is almighty. They 
who despair wilfully deny, as well as reject, the aid of His almighty 
power. The Holy Spirit is Goodness, Love, Mercy itself. They who 
despair deny and outrage these Divine attributes. Despite.the many 
assurances of pardon Our Savior has given to penitent sinners, they give 
up all hope of being forgiven or of ever obtaining heaven, and cease to 
apply for the means God offers even to the greatest sinners. Thus 
they reject His grace, deny His loving mercy and practically disbelieve 
in the infinite merits of Jesus Christ. Judas, the traitor, is a most 
striking example of a despairing soul. 


RESISTING THE KNOWN TRUTH: The Holy Spirit is called by our 
Divine Lord the “Spirit of 

Truth.” It is therefore very grievous to Him for people to have a light 
esteem of Divine truth, to be indifferent toward it and to be slow in 
striving to comprehend more fully the doctrines of the Church. Thus 
even without directly denying faith, people may become guilty of in- 
fidelity. There are those, however, who not only endeavor to avoid 
hearing the truth, but who deliberately refuse to accept it when it is 
announced to them by Divine authority, or who wilfully reject it after 
having once embraced it, as is the sad case with fallen-away Catholics. 
There are others, again, wha in their own mind are fully persuaded 
that the Catholic Church is the true Church of Jesus Christ, but who 
neglect or refuse to enter His one true Fold. There are still others who 
boast of being Catholics and affirm that they believe what the Church 
teaches, but who deliberately contradict it in practice by their evil lives, 
thereby bringing discredit on the Catholic Faith and scandalizing many 
earnest well-meaning souls who would otherwise join the true Church. 
Lastly, there are those who directly attack, calumniate and mis- 
represent the known truth, and thus grossly insult and outrage the 
Spirit of Truth. For it is through the Holy Ghost that Divine Revelation 
has been made to mankind, both in the Old and the New Law. The 
Church of Christ, which is the ground and pillar of truth, has been 
brought into existence, is animated and directed by the Holy Spirit; 
and the Sovereign Pontiff, the Vicar of Christ and the visible head of 
His Church, is the infallible mouthpiece of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, 
whosoever resists the truth propagated by the Church and by the Vicar 
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of Christ sins directly against the Holy Ghost. He hears the Voice of 
God, but deliberately hardens his heart, and in his wilful blindness 
prefers the devil, the father of lies, to the Holy Ghost, the Divine Spirit 
of Truth. 

This sin, which Our Lord calls blaspheming the Holy Spirit, is so 
terrible that He Himself has declared it to be unpardonable. One 
occasion on which He declared Himself on this point was when He had 
cast out a devil from a man who had been blind and dumb, thereby 
restoring the man’s sight and speech. The people, amazed at the 
miracle, concluded from this fact that Jesus must necessarily be “the 
Son of David’ — that is, the Messiah, the Son of God. The Pharisees, 
however, to blind themselves and others, to counteract the evidence of 
the fact and proof of Christ’s Messianic dignity, and to prevent the 
people from becoming the disciples of Christ, gave out maliciously that 
though Jesus did cast out devils (which they could not deny), yet it 
was not by any Divine power, but merely by the power of Beelzebub, 
the prince of devils. Jesus proved to them that it was by the “Spirit 
of God” that He cast out devils, and then uttered this terrible anathema: 
“Therefore I say to you; that every kind of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven to men; but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be for- 
given. And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be 
forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not 
be forgiven him, either in this world or in the world to come” (Matt. 
xii. 31-32). 

What Our Lord, in His words burning with Divine wrath, objects 
to in the inveterate malice of the Pharisees, is their wilful and malicious 
blindness, their perversity in ascribing a work evidently Divine, to the 
enemy of God, the evil one, and their satanic efforts to prevent others 
from believing in Him and bowing to the evidence of Divine truth re- 
vealed. This, then, is the essence of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. 

Apostates, heresiarchs, heretics and leaders of secession have usual- 
ly trodden in the footprints of those Pharisees. They are and have been 
generally men who could and did know the truth, who wilfully resisted 
it, who strove with might and main to check the propagation of truth 
and in doing so did not shrink from caricaturing truth in the most 
diabolical way. Like the Pharisees, they accuse the Christians and their 
worship of the most atrocious crimes. Our Lord’s Vicar on earth is 
proclaimed to be the Antichrist, and the Church is represented as the 
mother of iniquity and abomination. 

Profane jesting concerning religion, ridiculing sacred things, etc., 
though not so horrible as direct rejection of the truth, participate in 
the nature of and are closely allied to the sin of blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost. 

Although no sin is excluded from God’s mercy if the sinner truly 
repent of it, still this kind of sin is usually accompanied with such 
obstinacy and such wilful opposition to the Spirit of God that men who 
are guilty of it are seldom or never converted, and therefore are never 
forgiven because they will not repent. This sin has produced most 
disastrous results in the history of the Church, and is the prominent sin 
of our days of infidelity and apostasy from Divine truth. To be continued 
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Favors from the Infant Jesus of Prague 
ie 


OTHING shall be impossible to God,” the angel declared to 

Mary when he foretold to her the birth of John the Baptist. 

Jesus has taught us how to implore graces from God and 

+ has pledged His word that whatever is asked for with confi- 

dent faith will be received. But in all our prayers we must 

remember that there is one thing supremely good for each 

one of us, and that is the will of God. God, who sees the whole 

panorama of our lives, past, present and future, always does the best 

possible thing for each one of us. When we invoke Our Lord under 

His popular title of Infant Jesus of Prague, besides our own personal 

intentions let us remind Him of the peace which the angels announced 

upon His coming into the world and ask that good will may be 
restored to men so that peace may return to the world. 


A lady from Massachusetts writes: ‘“‘The man for whom I work 
had to undergo a very serious operation. The outcome was questionable, 
as there was grave fear that he had a malignant tumor. He was very, 
very ill before the operation, and close to death’s door. A friend of 
mine gave me one of your little booklets of devotion to the Infant 
Jesus of Prague, and I immediately began a novena. I purchased a 
little statue of the Infant and kept a vigil light burning before it day 
and night. The day of the operation came, and I am most happy to 
Say that it was very, very successful— no trace of malignancy, and 
everything cleared up beautifully. The dear little Infant and His 
Blessed Mother are certainly responsible for the success of the 
operation.” (G. M., Massachusetts.) 


“TI sent out several booklets of devotion to the Divine Infant in 
thanksgiving for a favor received. Recently one of the persons, who 
is a convert, wrote that she had at last obtained her husband’s conver- 
sion, for which she had prayed for over forty years. One day he was 
taken very ill. In the mail that day she received the booklet and medal 
of the Infant Jesus of Prague. Her husband consented to wear the 
medal. The lady said she used to practice this devotion years ago when 
she first became a Catholic, but lost her booklet and had never had re- 
course to the Infant Jesus since that time. So she began the devotion 
at once for her husband’s conversion. During her fifteenth novena her 
husband consented to talk with a priest. This talk was so successful 
that he was baptized the next day, and as he was very ill, he received 
all the sacraments. This conversion made a very great impression on 
the community and all marvelled at the woman’s trust and a ay” 

(F. R., 


Our booklet, “Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague,” gives the 
history of this devotion, together with many favors and prayers. 10¢. 
Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 













Lost in the Arctic* 


Synopsis: Nonni and Manni, on a fishing excursion in a small rowboat off 
the shores of Iceland, become lost in a dense fog and drift upon the ocean for 
many hours, exposed to bitter cold and hunger. They encounter many perils, 
from which they escape almost miraculously. In dire distress they make a vow 
to become missionaries to the pagans if God will send a rescuer. Not long 
after they hear the foghorn of an approaching ship and soon discern the Pan- 
dora, a French warship which they visited in the harbor before leaving. By 
God's providence they are able to attract attention and are taken aboard the 
ship. After enjoying a refreshing sleep, they wake to find the Pandora, which 
is headed for France, at a standstill in the ocean, and not far off they recognize 
a Danish ship, the Fylla, enroute for their home town, also anchored in the sea, 
ready to take them on board. 


ele 


OST of the officers of the Pandora had gathered around us 
on the deck, and all were full of kind expressions of 
concern for what we had gone through. At first we were 
a little shy and awkward; but these splendid sailors, and 
more particularly our little midshipmen, were so friendly 

and kind that all our embarrassment quickly vanished. We were ex- 
pected to shake hands all around and I can tell you our handshakes 
were firm, hearty ones. It almost seemed that these kindly faces had 
caught something of the cheery bounty with which the sun was lighting 
up the dancing waters around us. As we started to leave the ship the 
captain himself was waiting for us at the top of the flight of little steps 
—a middle-aged man, of a broad and solid build, with a handsome 
face and a kindly smile that was almost paternal. 

“We must thank him nicely for all his hospitality,’”’ said I to Manni. 
We went towards him a little timidly. He stood waiting for us with an 
encouraging smile. I seized his hand and pressed it hard, shaking it 
vigorously by way of expressing how genuine was my gratitude, while 
I thanked him, in Icelandic of course, both for having saved us and for 
being so kind to us while on board his ship. Then I turned to Manni. 
“Now,” I said, “you must say thanks too.” My little brother took the 
officer’s hand and with a swift movement raised it to his lips and kissed 
it. The captain freed his hands and putting them on the top of our 
heads held us at arm’s length, smiling down on us. This magnificent 
person was visibly moved, I could see his eyes bright, with unshed tears. 
It struck me that perhaps he was thinking of his own little ones, far 
away, in his own land... 

Before we climbed down the side we turned once more to wave 
adieu. These kindly folk answered in a fashion that left us, despite 





*The “Nonni” of this tale is Rev. Jon Svensson, S.J., a distinguished author 
whose works have been translated into many languages. He is now eighty-three 
years old. He vouches absolutely for the truth of this story, adding that the 
events herein narrated took place in the year 1868, in Iceland. 
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our ignorance of French, in no doubt of their good wishes. At the foot 
of the stairs we found not only our own little tub awaiting us, but the 
fine steam launch of the Pandora. We were quite overcome with pride 
at this new honor. In the launch, which was flying the French tricolor, 
sat our doctor. The little infirmarian and his companion had gotten 
aboard her too. We got in and sat down beside the doctor. Then some 
of the sailors made our little boat fast to the launch, and stepped back. 
The next minute we were off, making a straight line for the Fylla. We 
turned for the last time and waved our caps to the crew of the Pandora, 
who signalled back to us. Then slipping fast through the calm sea 
we saw the gap which separated us from that hospitable ship grow 
wider every moment. For a long time we talked constantly of our stay 
on board her and I am sure we never quite forgot it. 


On the Danish Battleship 


It was one of those superb northern evenings. The fog and the 
cold of the night before had completely vanished and in our short trip 
from one boat to the other we enjoyed some lovely sky and water effects. 
In these latitudes the sun never leaves the sky at this time of the year, 
and it now hung in glory low over the western horizon. The hard 
glare of its daytime splendor was merged little by little in the softer, 
tender light of its midnight shining. Golden light was no longer monot- 
onously predominant, for it was toned to every shade from royal purple 
to pale rose. A wonderful pathway, the rainbow’s miracle in color, 
stretched out before us, ocean endless, from our diamond drenched prow 
to the fervent disc of the sun. It is hopeless to describe this highroad 
of light, all sparkling in motion, as if it were a liquid mosaic of pearls 
and precious stones. It was a path in fairyland. 

We found ourselves all at once under the companionway of the 
Fylla. Two Danish officers in spick-and-span uniforms were standing 
waiting to receive us. The doctor, the two young cadets and we went 
on board, while the sailors stayed in the launch. The Danish sailors 
received us in that openhearted, friendly way which is so characteristic 
- of their nation. Indeed, we were the object of a certain curiosity and 
surprise, as we followed our doctor and the officers across the deck to 
present ourselves to the commander in the cabin. Everything on board 
this model ship was beyond belief white and clean. The deck was 
washed and pumice-stoned until it was perfectly spotless. The cannon, 
indeed all the metal work, winked and glittered like brand new brass. 
A fine stairway took us to the captain’s cabin, which proved no less 
splendid than that on the Pandora. 

The captain was still a young man. With his black mustache and 
cropped hair brushed straight back, he looked alert and distinguished, 
but at the same time kindly. He came towards our friend the doctor, 
shook his hand warmly and motioned him into a big red velvet .arm- 
chair. Then he came to us, shook hands with us too, and made us sit 
down on a seat that ran all around under the wainscotting and was 
also upholstered in luxurious red velvet. Then the captain and the 
doctor began to chat in French. Of course Manni and I couldn’t follow 
the conversation, but we noticed that it seemed to interest the cadets 
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a lot. Moreover, it was easy to see that it turned on us. The doctor 
was certainly telling our story to the captain, for both of them, and our 
two young friends also, glanced at us frequently and ‘were smiling a 
good deal. 

“It’s maddening not understanding a word,” whispered Manni, es- 
pecially because I’m sure they are talking about us all the time.’”’ — “It 
is annoying,” I answered, “‘but don’t bother, I’m sure they are not say- 
ing anything bad about us.” 

At last our interview came to an end. Manni and I thanked our 
good Frenchmen and bade them good-bye. In particular we expressed 
our gratitude to the doctor for his care of us. He only laughed and 
patted us on the head kindly. So we shook hands with the two little 
cadets. Then we dashed down the steps and jumped into the launch 
again to say good-bye to our sailor friends, who were waiting. The 
launch made back toward the Pandora, while we, from the Danish ship’s 
deck, waved a last good-bye to her crew. Then; without delay, the two 
stately ships resumed their respective journeys, the Frenchman heading 
into wide ocean, and we making for the familiar harbor of Akureyri. 

I’m certainly not going to tell you in detail all the kind attentions 
which were lavished on myself and my brother during our stay on board 
the Fylla. Her officers equalled in kindness and friendliness our hosts 
on the Pandora. We knew a little Danish, so we could make shift to be 
understood, and that, of course, made our intercourse much pleasanter. 
Anyone who knows the Danes knows they are a kindly and considerate 
people. Everything possible was done to make our stay on board the 
Fylla the jolliest time imaginable. 


We were shown all the sights of the ship. At the officers’ mess, 
the second lieutenant produced two beautiful little daggers, and slipping 
the sword belts round our waists, buckled them on. We were allowed 
to wear them all the rest of the time we stayed on board. There were 
three little Danish middies on board, and naturally we became close 
friends. They were certainly first-rate chaps at any lark. We had supper 
together that evening. During the meal my little brother asked one of 
them how the two big ships had come to a standstill at sea, miles from 
one another. They couldn’t, he argued, have spoken to one another at 
such a distance. Our new friend was able to explain this quite simply. 
They made signs to one another, like we had made to the French, only 
they were signs that could be seen a long way off and understood. This 
sign-making with flags they called signalling. Thus the French ship 
signalled to the Fylla. ‘Have on board two little Icelanders picked up 
in the Eyjafyordur. They hail from Akureyri. Will you take them and 
bring them home?” To which the Fylla answered promptly — “Yes.” 
Then they stopped the two ships. We know what happened after that. 

It was our friends’ turn next to ask us for our story. We told them 
all our adventures — our fishing, the fog, the whales, that awful night, 
our vow, and our miraculous escape. When we got to the whales they 
told us that they also had sailed through a school of them, and had 
watched with delight the gambols of these vast monsters and the great 
columns of water they sent heavenward in their sport. Two of the 
whales had even kept pace alongside the ship for a time before they 
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plunged suddenly. “It’s obvious they were the same fellows that nearly 
drowned us,” Manni agreed. But the little Danes could not understand 
how whales could have wet us. They thought it must have been a 
great welter of spray from a wave that had drenched us. We enjoyed 
our chat so much that we stayed on talking till it was quite late, and 
all the deck was bathed in the purple glory of the midnight sun. : 

To be concluded 





Courtiers of the King of Love 


<tr 


EHOLD the Bread of Angels, the Banquet of the King! 
Silent, hidden and humble in the Sacred Host, Jesus 
is there in all the power and glory of His Divinity. 
He is the Divine Sun which radiates throughout the 
world, giving life, grace and strength to all who open 
their hearts to Him. From the Sacred Host, Jesus rules 
the world, He sanctifies His Church, and by the Eucharist 
His faithful followers have become strong and beautiful 
as the Bread which nourishes and sustains them. 

The Eucharist is the Divine means contrived by Jesus to remain 
with us here as our Companion in exile, our ever-present Friend in 
need, our most loving Father, Spouse and Brother, even after ascending 
to His throne in heaven. Veiling His glory and majesty beneath the 
Eucharistic veils, He desires to reign here below as the King of love, 
even as He reigns in heaven as the King of glory. And as in heaven 
He is attended by a glorious throng of angels and saints, so here 
below He wishes to be attended by a throng of loving souls, who 
spend themselves in His Divine service. 

Such is the privileged vocation of the Eucharistic adorers, whose 
lives are “hidden with Christ in God,” and who, attending upon His 
sacramental throne, render Him a homage of adoration and praise, 
thanksgiving and reparation in the name of all mankind. Young 
ladies are cordially invited to join the ranks of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration and to participate in the glorious apostolate 
of saving and sanctifying souls by a hidden life of prayer and sac- 
rifice. Those interested will find full information concerning the life 
of our community in our booklet, “The Eucharistic Adorer,” which 
will be sent free upon request. Kindly address inquiries to: 





Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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EAR Little Lovers, we all love the month of May 
because it is the month dedicated to our Blessed 
Mother, and we are happy to decorate little 

altars in her honor and also to offer special 
mal prayers to her during this month. After Jesus 
ascended into heaven His Blessed Mother lived 
on earth many more years. Because her love for Him was so great she 
would perhaps have died from longing to be with Him had He not 
remained on earth in the Blessed Sacrament, where she could adore 
Him, pray to Him and receive Him in Holy Communion. We know 
that Jesus is really present in the Blessed Sacrament because He told 
us so Himself, and in order that we would believe His words He proved 
that He was God and that everything He had said was true, by the 
miracles which He performed during His life and especially by rising 
from the dead as He had promised. But just as we must have faith 
to believe that Jesus is really present in every consecrated Host, so 
also did the Blessed Virgin practice faith in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Her faith and love never grew cold as ours sometimes does. She spent 
her days adoring Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Each day she assisted 
at the Mass which was said by St. John, the beloved disciple, to whose 
care Our Lord had entrusted His Blessed Mother when He was dying 
on the Cross. St. John gave her Holy Communion and Jesus remained 
with her from one Communion to another. 

One of Mary’s most beautiful titles is Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament, and this, as you all know, is the title by which our Little 
Lovers especially honor her as their patroness. The Feast of Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament comes on May 13, the day before the Feast 
of the Ascension. During the month of May, you could not honor our 
Blessed Lady more than by imitating her love for the Blessed Sacrament, 
especially by receiving her Divine Son in Holy Communion as often 
as you can. Her feast day is also the Silver Jubilee of our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII. Our Holy Father needs the prayers of all his beloved 
children during these times when he has so many worries and cares 
because of the war. And he especially asks for the prayers of little 
children, because he knows they are very dear to God. So we feel 
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sure that Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament would be especially pleased 
if all our Little Lovers would receive Holy Communion on her feast 
day in her honor and offer it through her for our Holy Father. 


Flowers for Mary 


Little Robert Kurtz climbed to the top of the high board fence, 
looked about him cautiously and then jumped lightly to the ground. 
The Connors’ apple orchard was in full bloom, acres and acres of 
neat, orderly rows of hardy trees. It was the only thing Mr. Connors 
really took an interest in, his one hope and pride. Indeed it was the 
apple of his eye. It was the one particular thing that attracted Robert’s 
eye too. He leaned forward, broke off a sprig from a low branch and 
turned to leave, holding tightly the spray of beautiful full-blown apple 
blossoms. But at that moment he heard quick, heavy footsteps, and 
a loud voice calling to him. Robert was very frightened but he did 
not run away. Mr. Connors came up to him and looked at him angrily. 

“Now will you tell me, young man, just why you did this?” Mr. 
Connors asked, snatching the spray from the child’s hand. — “I-I 
wanted it for the Blessed Mother,” he faltered. “For the Blessed Mother,” 
repeated the man. “And who is she?” The boy looked up in surprise. 
“Why, don’t you know her?” he asked, a little smile breaking in on 
his freckled face. “Why, she is God’s Mother, Mary.” —“You mean 
the Virgin Mary?” the man asked. The boy nodded. “Yes, that’s her.” 
The man did not look so terrifying now. He was almost smiling, 
Robert thought, and began to breathe more freely. 

“And did the Virgin Mary ask you to get this for her?” Mr. Con- 
nors asked, just to see what Robert would say. The boy smiled again, 
and sighed deeply. “No,” he answered slowly, “but I wish she would,” 
and turning his face upwards, he stared at the blue sky for almost a 
full minute. As Mr. Connors looked at him, something tugged at his 
heart strings and he felt a desire to know more about the Virgin Mary. 
Of course he knew something about her, but judging from the look 
on Robert’s face he had evidently missed something. Then Robert 
spoke, “You see we have a May altar at school and Sister asked us 
all to bring flowers. These looked so pretty and you had so many 
that I thought you wouldn’t mind if I took a little branch for her.” — 
“For Mary?” queried Mr. Connors. The boy nodded. “Well, now,” 
continued the man, “I’m sure I don’t mind, but don’t you think she 
would be more pleased if you took some real flowers, and let these 
blossoms grow into big, juicy apples for little boys to eat?” — “Well, 
yes, I guess she would, but I don’t know where to get any flowers. The 
girls get all the violets and maybells.” — “Well, we'll see what we can 
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doe about that,” Mr. Connors replied, patting the boy’s head. “Come 
with me.” Robert followed him to his home. His eyes’ opened 
wide at the sight of all the beautiful flowers surrounding the house. 
“Now help yourself,” said Mr. Connors kindly, “and come over any 
time you want more. I’m sure the Virgin Mary will like these better 
than apple blossoms. Don’t you think so too?” — “Yes, I guess she 
will. And won’t she be surprised when she sees them!” — The man 
nodded, smilingly, and then turned away to hide the tears in his eyes. 
Yes, that very day he must find out more about the Virgin Mary... 
And that is how the Blessed Virgin led back a stray sheep who had 
long been away from the fold. 

Practice: We like to think that Jesus used to bring His Mother 
beautiful bouquets of lilies and roses. Would you not like to bring the 
Blessed Mother some lilies and roses too? You can bring her lilies, 
which stand for purity, by speaking and acting in a way that will never 
cause her to be ashamed of you. You can bring her roses, which stand 
for love, by obeying promptly for love of her. 


Aspiration: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, pray for us! 








Our Country Needs 
Your Help 
It will cost money to defeat 
our enemy aggressors. Our 
Government calls on YOU to 


help NOW. 
Buy War Bonds or Stamps. 


Bonds cost $18.75 and up. 
Stamps are 10¢, 25¢, and up. 


The help of every individual 
is needed. 
Do your part by buying 
your share. 
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For the Feast of the Holy Cross -- May 3 


From Olivet to Calvary The treasures of the Cross; touching reflections on 
the sufferings of Jesus in His Passion, with accompanying prayers. 10¢ 


For the Rogation Days -- May 11, 12, 13 


Prayer the Great Means of Grace A booklet of helpful instructions upon the 
necessity and manner of praying. Will encourage those who find diffi- 
culties in prayer and initiate them into the delights of prayer. 10¢ 


For the Feast of the Ascension -- May 14 


Sweet Sacrament, We Thee Adore The Blessed Sacrament is the Divine in- 
vention of love by which Jesus remains with us on earth even after 
His ascension into heaven. Though it does not bear upon the mystery 
celebrated, this booklet will furnish prayers and elevations of heart 
suitable for the feast of the ascension. 10¢ 


For the Feast of Dentecost -- May 24 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost Explains His marvelous works, gifts and fruits. 
Litany, novena and other prayers. 10¢ 


More Precious than Diamonds A treatise on the love of God and sanctifying 
grace, the great gift of the Holy Spirit. 10¢ 


The Fountains of Salvation A clear and concise explanation of the sacra- 
ments, especially of baptism, confirmation and holy orders. Also 
contains suitable prayers. 10¢ 


For the Feast of the Blessed Trinity -- May 31 


Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity The reader of this booklet will gain a 
clearer concept of devotion to the Blessed Trinity and its importance 
in the sanctification of souls. Many prayers. 10¢ 


For the Feast of St. Rita -- May 22 


St. Jude Thaddeus and St. Rita of Cascia A very popular booklet containing 
a brief sketch of the life of each saint, with a Mass devotion, novenas, 
litany and other prayers in their honor. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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sllessed Virgin Library 








Devotion to Ma ry 


Shows in what devotion to Mary con- 
sists; its great efficacy; the Immaculate 
Conception; prayers. 10¢ 


Mary, Mother of God 


Treats of Mary's sanctity and great- 
ness; the mystery of the incarnation; 
prayers that most please Mary. 10¢ 


Mary, Our Mother 


Our Mother; mediatrix; consoler; ref- 
uge of sinners; advocate in death; the 
power of the name of Mary. 10¢ 


Under Mary's Mantle 


Reflections on Mary's protection all 
during life; prayers. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure 


An inspiring treatise on the excellence, 
power and beauty of the Rosary. 10¢ 


To Jesus through Mary 


A secret entrance to the treasure-house 
of heavenly graces, as explained by 
De Montfort. 10¢ 


Mary's Seven Sorrows 
A touching meditation on each of Our 
Lady's dolors with a practical applica- 
tion to our own life. Each dolor beau- 
tifully illustrated. Mass and novena 
prayers. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Mother 


of Sorrows 
An account of the many graces flowing 
from this devotion. Many prayers. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union 


with Mary 


A beautiful collection of prayers before 
and after Holy Communion; Commun- 


ion Mass. 5¢ 


Complete set, 9 booklets, 75¢ 
33°OG9" DG 9G 9 BG $B PH 9G oo 9 8G 9 OG 9 OH 9" HO" 3 
Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the 
Feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary 


(SC ONTAINS devotions for each of Mary's feasts, including those not 
celebrated by the whole Church. Also a brief explanation of “True 
Devotion" according to De Montfort, with act of consecration and many 


beautiful prayers. 


8 pictures; 128 pages; attractive paper cover. 


Very 


appropriate as a gift for graduation, Mother's Day, etc. Has been heartily 
welcomed by directors of Sodalities. 15¢. Reduction for quantities; postage 


extra. 


(This booklet is not included in the above library.) 
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Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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